
T R A N S M I T T A L   M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM:  Lacey G. Simpson, Acting City Manager 

DATE: December 7, 2021 

RE: Consenting To and Approving a Vacation of Right-of-Way as Detailed in 
Ketchikan Gateway Borough Planning Commission/Platting Board 
Resolution No. 4328 A, Approving A Request to Vacate Portions of 
Edmonds Street Right-Of-Way, City of Ketchikan (Case No. 21-045) 

The motion detailed below was prepared at the request of Acting Public Works Director 
Kara Jurczak, who asked that it be placed before the City Council for consideration at its 
meeting of December 16, 2021.  At its meeting of November 9, 2021, the Ketchikan Gateway 
Borough Planning Commission/Platting Board adopted a motion approving Resolution No. 4328 
A, a request from Edmonds Street property owners Eric and Pam Christianson to vacate a 5 
foot right-of-way to allow the consolidation of 5 adjacent properties into two lots, as approved by 
the Ketchikan Gateway Borough Planning Commission/Platting Board. Ms. Jurczak’s transmittal 
memorandum is attached and requires no elaboration on the part of the City Manager’s office. I 
concur with the Acting Public Works Director’s recommendation. 

The Acting Public Works Director will be attending the City Council meeting of December 
16, 2021, in order to respond to any questions and/or concerns that Councilmembers may have. 

A motion has been prepared for City Council consideration. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt the motion consenting to and approving 
the vacation of a portion of the Edmonds Street right-of-way, as approved by the Ketchikan 
Gateway Borough Planning Commission/Platting Board through the approval of Resolution No. 
4328 A at its meeting of November 9, 2021 (Case No. 21-045). 

Recommended Motion: I move the City Council consent to and approve the vacation 
of a portion of the Edmonds Street right-of-way, as approved by the Ketchikan Gateway 
Borough Planning Commission/Platting Board through the approval of Resolution No. 
4328 A at its meeting of November 9, 2021 (Case No. 21-045). 
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PUBLIC WORKS / ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT CITY OF KETCHIKAN 
Mark Hilson, P.E., Public Works Director Administrative Offices 
Kara Jurczak, P.E., Acting Public Works Director PH: 907.228.4727 

FAX: 907.225.8721 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Lacey Simpson, Acting City Manager 

VIA: Kara Jurczak, P.E., Acting Public Works Director 

FROM: Karlee Miller, Project Inspector/EIT 

DATE: December 7, 2021 

SUBJECT: Vacation of Right-of-Way – Edmonds Street – Christianson 

At its meeting of November 9, 2021, the Ketchikan Gateway Borough Planning 
Commission considered the attached application from Erik and Pam Christianson to vacate a five 
foot right-of-way (ROW) near Edmonds Street and City Parking Lot.  Vacating this portion of right-
of-way would allow the Christianson’s to consolidate 5 adjacent properties (note that one 
referenced property is a City of Ketchikan ROW) into two lots, as shown on Exhibit A. This portion 
of right-of-way is undeveloped, however to maintain access to the proposed Lot 2 and existing 
Lot 9A & 9B, a new access easement will be created.  Due to the proposed platting action there 
are four aerial KPU facilities that provide service to lots 1B, proposed Lot 2, 9A & 9B across the 
proposed Lot 1; prior to final platting easements necessary for these services to remain or 
relocation of the services will be necessary.  The attached Resolution 4328 A (by KGB Planning 
Commission) attached as Exhibit B approving the application was provided by the Planning 
Commission.  

The Ketchikan Gateway Borough Code of Ordinances Section 17.40.020(g)(2) states, in 
part, that the City Council shall have 30 days from the date that the written decision of the 
planning commission is transmitted to the City to consent to or veto the decision. Since the signed 
Resolution was received by the City Clerk’s Office on November 22, 2021, staff believes taking no 
action prior to December 23, 2021 would be construed as City Council consent by the Code and 
would allow the right-of-way vacation to move forward.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt a motion consenting to and approving the 
vacation of right-of-way on a portion of Edmonds Street, as approved by the Ketchikan Gateway 
Borough Planning Commission/Platting Board through the approval of Resolution 4328 A at its 



meeting of November 9, 2021 (Case No. 21-045); with the condition that additional utility 
easements be approved by the City of Ketchikan Engineer and recorded prior to final platting. 

Recommended Motion: I move the City Council consent to and approve the vacation of right-of-
way on a portion of Edmonds Street, as approved by the Ketchikan Gateway Borough Planning 
Commission/Platting Board through the approval of Resolution 4328 A at its meeting of 
November 9, 2021 (Case No. 21-045); with the condition that additional utility easements be 
approved by the City of Ketchikan Engineer and recorded prior to final platting. 

Attachments: 
Exhibit A: Edmonds St; Exhibit B: Resolution 4328 A; Exhibit C: Christianson Replat 
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